
 

2015 
Jurisdictional Scan: Volunteers in Parks 

Do any jurisdictions have or are willing to share written agreements with 
Unions on allowing volunteers to ‘work’ in parks, specifically in regards 

to trails? 

JURISDICTION REPLIED YES/NO CONTACT NAME 

B.C PARKS X   

ALBERTA PARKS X   

SASKATCHEWAN PARKS X   

MANITOBA PARKS X   

ONTARIO PARKS ✅ NO Greg Wake  

COMMENTS: 
An agreement between our Ministry and the unions does not exist. I have attached a 
Volunteer Agreement used by our Ministry when volunteers are engaged in volunteer work. 
Let me know if you wish to discuss. 

SEPAQ (QUEBEC) X   

NEWFOUNDLAND & 
LABRADOR 

✅ NO Geoff Bailey 

COMMENTS: 
We don’t have any formal agreements for trail work with volunteer organizations in any of our 
provincial parks. The collective agreement does not reference volunteers in the work place. 
I’d be interested to see what you get though 

NOVA SCOTIA X   

PARKS NEW BRUNSWICK Inquiring 
Jurisdiction 

 Josh Tompkins  

COMMENTS:  
Hi Dawn, I posted in ParkAble already, but am wondering if you could e-mail the Directors as 
well? 
I’m wondering if "Anyone have/willing to share, written agreements with Unions on allowing 
volunteers to 'work' in parks? Am thinking specifically of trails." 
We’re in the midst of provincial union negotiations right now and I’m thinking it might be an 
opportunity to formulate an official agreement on volunteering in our parks. 

P.E.I PARKS ✅ NO Shane Arbing 

mailto:greg.wake@ontario.ca
mailto:geoffbailey@gov.nl.ca
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mailto:sdarbing@gov.pe.ca


COMMENTS:  
On PEI we have no formal agreements on park/trail volunteers written into our CA. 
However, for the past 12-14yrs we have coordinated a volunteer program on Confederation 
Trail. This initiative began as a enforcement program but has evolved into 
more of an ambassador program over the last 3-4. We have had no concerns expressed 
by the union. If you'd like any additional info give me a call. Thanks. 
 

GOVERNMENT OF 
NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES 

X   

NUNAVUT PARKS X   

YUKON PARKS ✅ NO Dan Paleczny 

COMMENTS: 
Josh, 
I don’t believe we have any written agreements with unions. We do have a volunteer manual 
and we’re careful to say that we’re not taking away paid positions. 

PARKS CANADA X   

 

Response Rate: 4/13 for 31% 

Key Findings: 

● Although volunteer programs are common, responding jurisdictions did not tend 

to have formal contracts with Unions to allow volunteerism.  

Future Questions to Ask: 

● What value is there in having a formal agreement with Unions to provide for 

volunteerism in parks? 

● Do any of the jurisdictions that did not respond have this type of agreement? 

Have they found it beneficial to their operations?  

Links to Resources:  

N/A 
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