
 

2016 
Jurisdictional Scan: Accessible Facilities 

Does your jurisdiction have policies, procedures, guidelines, standards, 
manuals, or drawings pertaining to the design and construction of 

“accessible” park facilities? 

JURISDICTION REPLIED YES/NO CONTACT NAME 

B.C PARKS ✅ YES Craig Paulson 

COMMENTS:  
Developing policies, guidelines and standards for accessible recreation facilities is a large and 
specialized undertaking. In BC we are making incremental access improvements starting with 
the most tangible – facility standards. 
 
If you want examples of BC Parks’ accessible facilities call me or send an email with specifics; 
if you are looking for accessibility standards, the most comprehensive resources are the 
American Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) standards for ‘outdoor developed areas’ 
(specifically camping and trails) and more general ‘recreation facilities’. The officials at the 
United States Access Board develop these standards and readily encourage other agencies 
to reference them. Let me know if you want contact information for technical assistance or 
advice from the US Access Board. The organization GAATES also compiles accessibility 
standards, and you have find a bibliography here. 
 
In the absence of pan-Canadian recreation accessibility standards I believe referencing the 
ABA standards is the best course of action because it’s the most comprehensive standard 
available. You might find more policies and guidelines from our colleagues in Ontario because 
they are the only Canadian jurisdiction to my knowledge with accessibility legislation – the 
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA). I’m glad you inquired because it’s the 
type of issue that benefits from communicating between agencies. 

ALBERTA PARKS ✅ YES Scott Jones/ 
Murray Johnson 

COMMENTS:  
Hi Barry - Please connect with Murray Johnson (Alberta Parks' Manager for Capital Planning 
& Infrastructure). I've cc'd him on this email. Thanks! 

SASKATCHEWAN PARKS X   

MANITOBA PARKS X   

ONTARIO PARKS X   

SEPAQ (QUEBEC) X   

NEWFOUNDLAND & X   

mailto:craig.paulson@gov.bc.ca
http://gaates.org/DOPS/section_4_0_D.php
mailto:scott.jones@gov.ab.ca
mailto:murray.johnson@gov.ab.ca


LABRADOR 

NOVA SCOTIA X   

PARKS NEW BRUNSWICK X   

P.E.I PARKS X   

GOVERNMENT OF 
NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES 

X   

NUNAVUT PARKS X   

YUKON PARKS Inquiring 
Jurisdiction 

 Dan Paleczny/ 
Barry Troke 

COMMENTS: 
Original Email: 
Colleagues, 
Do you have policies, procedures, guidelines, standards, manuals or drawings pertaining to 
the design and construction of ‘accessible’ park facilities? We’re particularly interested in 
making our basic facilities (campsites, outhouses, tables, fire pits, shelters, docks, trails, 
boardwalks) accessible for people with disabilities. 
 
We would appreciate receiving any and all materials that you have. If you have contracted 
specialists to prepare such materials, their contact information would also be helpful. 
 
Please feel free to contact Barry Troke, Operations Manager, Yukon Parks (867-667-5282) 
and copied on this email. 
Thanks, 
Dan 

PARKS CANADA X   

 

Response Rate: 2/13 for 15% 

Key Findings: 

● Too little information for key findings 

● Scans are sometimes answered via phone calls. For the sake of overall sharing 

of information, would it be better to at least type out a basic answer for scans? 

 

Future Questions to Ask: 

● Is there, or should there be, a National Standard for accessible building 

standards in Parks? 

Links to Resources:  

mailto:dan.paleczny@gov.yk.ca
mailto:barry.troke@gov.yk.ca


● American Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) standards for “outdoor developed 

areas” 

https://www.access-board.gov/aba/guides/chapter-10-outdoor/ 

● GAATES Bibliography 

http://gaates.org/DOPS/section_4_0_D.php 

 

 

 

https://www.access-board.gov/aba/guides/chapter-10-outdoor/
http://gaates.org/DOPS/section_4_0_D.php

