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Jurisdictional Scan: Beach Safety

 What water safety services are provided at your provincial park
beaches or designated swim areas, i.e. signs, buoys, lifesaving equipment,

lifeguards, etc.? Describe briefly. (changes since 2001)

JURISDICTION REPLIED YES/NO CONTACT NAME

B.C PARKS ✅ N/A Bob Austad

COMMENTS:
There is no change in the information for British Columbia Provincial Parks, as currently
outlined in the Beach Safety Programs comparison attached.

ALBERTA PARKS X

SASKATCHEWAN PARKS X

MANITOBA PARKS Inquiring
Jurisdiction

Elisabeth Ostrop/
Jenny Davin

COMMENTS:
We are in the process of reviewing our Beach Safety Program and I would like to get an idea
of what is being done in various jurisdictions. I have information from 2001 (see attached).
Can you please circulate this through the CPC directors.

Question: What water safety services are provided at your provincial park beaches or
designated swim areas, i.e. signs, buoys, lifesaving equipment, lifeguards, etc.? Describe
briefly.

Please send responses to Manitoba’s Beach Safety coordinator Jenny.davin@gov.mb.ca by
September 14, 2016. Please include contact information should we have any follow up
questions.

ONTARIO PARKS X

SEPAQ (QUEBEC) ✅ N/A Mylene Pronovost

COMMENTS:
Here is a few info about the beach and safety program in Quebec national parks. Among
Quebec 24 national parks, there is only 5 beaches with lifeguards. Of course, there is many
more access to lakes and river across our parks, but we don't encourage visitors to swim
other than in our official beaches.
I recommend you to look at Quebec regulation about safety in public baths. It concerns public
pools and beaches. You will find more details about signs, regulations, lifeguards,
equipments, etc. : http://legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/ShowDoc/cr/B-1.1,%20r.%2011
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NEWFOUNDLAND &
LABRADOR

✅ N/A Geoff Bailey

COMMENTS:
Our information in the attachment is still accurate

NOVA SCOTIA X

PARKS NEW BRUNSWICK ✅ N/A Josh Tompkins

COMMENTS:
Hi Elisabeth and Jenny, I’ve attached an oldish Lifeguarding manual from one of our parks. I
should have more information later tomorrow.
Actually, our most popular destination in the province – Parlee Beach Provincial Park – just
hosted the Canadian Lifesaving championships,
http://www.lifesaving.ca/competition/2016-cslc/ (note the competition manuals at the bottom)
this past weekend.
We also have a adjacent marinas to some public beaches – hence, we employ signs and
buoys in those instances as well.

P.E.I PARKS X

GOVERNMENT OF
NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES

✅ N/A Tara Tompkins

COMMENTS:
With regards to the following request: What water safety services are provided at your
provincial park beaches or designated swim areas, i.e. signs, buoys, lifesaving
equipment, lifeguards, etc.?”

Northwest Territories
Fred Henne Territorial Park is the only park that has Beach Attendants on-site for the
swimming beach area. The park is located in the City of Yellowknife and includes camping
facilities and is the busiest in the territory for both camping and swimming. In 2016, Beach
Attendants were on duty from June 15 th to September 5 th , seven days a week. Typically,
there was one attendant from 9:30 to noon and from noon to 8:30pm. During warm weather,
weekends and holidays, there would be an additional attendant on the noon to 8:30 shift.

Fred Henne and Hay River Territorial Parks (two of the busiest swimming beaches in the
territorial park system) contain:
· Lifejacket loaner station
· Emergency telephones
· Rescue and lifesaving equipment
· Designated and roped-off swimming areas
· Signage
Water safety messaging was highlighted on the NWTParks.ca website during drowning
prevention week in July 2016.

NUNAVUT PARKS X
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YUKON PARKS X

PARKS CANADA X

Response Rate: 5/13 for 38% Response Rate
Key Findings:

● Unfortunately, the original document outlining water safety practices is not
available

● Responding jurisdictions tended to focus lifeguarding/messaging around water
safety and drowning at peak times and most popular places for swimming.

● Swimming was not encouraged outside of designated areas, however not
expressly prohibited for Quebec

Future Questions to Ask:
● Revisit the question of water safety procedures in the future to capture more

responses; would a database with each jurisdiction's water safety protocols be
helpful?

Links to Resources:
● New Brunswick Lifeguarding Manual

https://parks-parcs.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/NB-Lifeguarding-Manual.doc.pdf

