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MEMO TO: Zone Managers, Bruce van Staalduinen, Greg Maude, Greg Wake  
 
c.c.: Rob Davis, Karan Aquino, Kim Groenendyk, Jennifer Standaert, Paul Gamble, Regional 

Resources Managers, District Managers, Richard Raper 
  
FROM:  Bradley Fauteux 
  Managing Director, Ontario Parks 
 
DATE: May 29, 2013    
 
SUBJECT: Use of provincial parks by Aboriginal communities, individuals and groups 

 

 
This memo and the attached document provide an update to the direction that I provided last July 
on the topic of “Use of provincial parks by First Nation individuals and groups”.  
 
Our approach remains similar to last year although the Interim Guidance document (attached) 
significantly expands on the advice in my July 2012 memo to staff and training messages provided 
last spring. In addition, the Interim Guidance document addresses Métis as well as First Nations. 
Please note that the Interim Guidance document is intended for internal MNR use only. 
 
The “Interim Guidance – Aboriginal Use of Ontario’s Provincial Parks” recognizes that provincial 
parks are part of the larger Crown land area upon which Aboriginal people may legally exercise 
Aboriginal and treaty rights. Those rights are recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982.  
 
Development of Relationships 
An emphasis this year is a focus on developing relationships that is addressed in Section 1 of the 
Interim Guidance. This section provides some general advice as well as a list of topics that may be 
of assistance to staff considering appropriate topics of discussion that can be the basis of the 
development or improvement of relationships with an Aboriginal community.  
 
Exercise of Aboriginal and\or treaty rights in provincial parks (fees do not apply) 
There is no change to our approach regarding the exercise of rights as described in Section 2 of the 
Interim Guidance. Aboriginal individuals seeking access to provincial park lands within their 
community’s traditional territory for the exercise of Aboriginal and\or treaty rights will be provided 
access and fees do not apply. This approach is consistent with Ontario’s obligations under the 
Constitution Act, 1982 and the Strategic Directions for MNR Aboriginal Relations.  
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There are many examples of Ontario Parks staff working with local Aboriginal communities, groups 
and individuals to accommodate the exercise of rights while minimizing the impacts on other park 
users and I encourage you and your staff to continue and expand those efforts. While Section 2 of 
the Interim Guidance provides more detail, park level arrangements will be necessary to prepare 
gate staff for expected entry of Aboriginal people for the purpose of exercising rights as well as to 
ensure all those who act as Park Duty Officer are suitably informed. A senior park staff member 
may authorize the issue of a Courtesy Pass or no charge permit for vehicles. Alternatively the 
Superintendent may make local arrangements to ensure that Parking Infraction Notices (PIN) are 
not issued in relation to these vehicles. 
 
Given the complexity of identifying the eligibility of individuals to exercise rights and what those 
rights may be, I encourage park staff to be respectful of such requests and to use discretion in their 
response. In some cases, gathering information and providing access may be the best approach 
since it will allow park staff to more fully explore the circumstances with the appropriate Ontario 
Parks or MNR staff at a later date to determine the best future approach. 
 
Access for Recreational Day Use or Camping (fees do apply) 
There is generally no change to the application of fees for recreational day use or camping as 
addressed in Section 6 of the Interim Guidance although provision has been made for free access 
for Aboriginal school or youth groups (see Section 3 also). Recreational day use and camping fees, 
where collected, will apply to Aboriginal individuals and groups seeking access to provincial parks 
for recreational purposes. Those fees are set for day use, car camping, roofed structures (e.g. 
yurts), interior camping, and vehicle parking to cover the use of infrastructure and services (e.g. 
roads, trails, beaches, camp sites, comfort stations and potable water) in those operating parks. 
 
I would like to note a reference in Section 6 to a feature called “local initiative”. While the Interim 
Guidance document does not provide detail, this feature is intended to allow Zone Managers and 
park staff to address specific local needs regarding that application of fees with my approval.  At 
this time, I have approved two local initiatives (one in the SE Zone and one that spans the NE\NW 
Zones. Further proposals for additional local initiatives may be brought to PMT by the respective 
Zone Manager for consideration.    
 
Remaining Sections 
The remaining Sections in the Interim Guidance address topics such as participation in the NHE 
program (Section 4), economic/employment opportunities (Section 5) and staff training (Section 
7). The Aboriginal topic can be complex and challenging to manage and Section 8 and the Appendix 
provide several sources of advice and information. 
 
I have also attached a PowerPoint slide deck that provides some context as well as a summary of 
the “Interim Guidance Aboriginal Use of Provincial Parks”. This slide deck is intended as a 
companion communications tool for the Interim Guidance document and some parts or all of it 
may be useful at Zone or Park staff meetings depending on the audience. 
 
It seems that with increasing frequency, we are faced with new challenges and this topic is no 
different in this regard. I continue to encourage Park Superintendents and\or senior park staff to 
develop and maintain good working relationships with local Aboriginal communities so that when 
issues arise, they may be addressed with the community leadership.  
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I am confident that if we can fully develop working relationships at the local level, we will be 
successful in our efforts to meet the needs of the Aboriginal communities while protecting park 
values consistent with our mandate.    
 
This topic is sure to continue to evolve. Additional information may be provided and/or the Interim 
Guidance revised from time to time to reflect new information. 
 
Truly, 
 

 
 
Bradley Fauteux 
Managing Director 
Ontario Parks 
 
Attachments 

 

 


