
2021
Jurisdictional Scan: Compliance Officer - Ranger Job Description

Does your jurisdiction have a job description/training materials for a
daytime Compliance Officer/Park Ranger Position responsible for

educating members of the public on rules/regulations and issuing verbal
and/or written warnings for minor non-compliance issues?

JURISDICTION REPLIED YES/NO CONTACT NAME

B.C PARKS ✅ YES Nancy Bond /
Bob Austad

COMMENTS:
Job profile attached in resources below

ALBERTA PARKS ✅ YES Krista Berezowski

COMMENTS:
Please find attached the postings that Alberta Parks is using this year, is this helpful for you?
We’d be very interested in learning about what Saskatchewan is doing, and I’d be happy to
have a call to chat further about the program changes we’re going through, our approach, and
learn from SK what you’re looking at this year.

Resources attached below

SASKATCHEWAN PARKS Inquiring
Jurisdiction

Bruce McCannel /
Dan French

Original Email:
Hello everyone,

Saskatchewan Provincial Parks are updating the job description and associated work duties
for our daytime compliance position. Currently, the role is referred to as a Park Ranger. Main
duties consist of educating members of the public on our rules and regulations, and issuing
verbal and/or written warnings for minor non-compliance issues such as a vehicle failing to
show a valid entry permit. This position is not responsible for any enforcement matters, or any
related high risk in-park issues.

We wondering if any jurisdictions have similar daytime compliance staff and would be willing
to share the job descriptions and training material related to the position?
Please send any pertinent information to:
Dan French
Executive Director, Park Operatins
Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport
dan.french@gov.sk.ca
Thank you in advance.

mailto:nancy.bond@gov.bc.ca
mailto:bob.austad@gov.bc.ca
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mailto:dan.french@gov.sk.ca


MANITOBA PARKS X

ONTARIO PARKS ✅ NO Brendan Shepherd

COMMENTS:
I worked with Bob Wilson back in 2017 when Ontario Parks was conducting a jurisdictional
scan of parks enforcement training programs – he was a great help! From our conversations
back then, it looks like we don’t have a comparable position to your park rangers. Our park
wardens are more comparable to Saskatchewan’s seasonal conservation officers.

Our park wardens share some of the same duties you’ve outlined but also have the legislated
power/authority of a provincial police officer and are responsible for compliance/enforcement
of parks-related provincial offences; criminal offences are turned over to police.

We have many different job descriptions for park wardens as they are unique to what park(s)
the park warden works at. I’m happy to share if you think they would be useful to you.

As for training, our park wardens attend a multi-week initial training program and annual
recertification training thereafter. Most likely apples-to-oranges from what you are looking for
but happy to provide more information here as well if it would help.

SEPAQ (QUEBEC) X

NEWFOUNDLAND &
LABRADOR PARKS

X

NOVA SCOTIA PARKS X

PARKS NEW BRUNSWICK X

P.E.I PARKS X

GOVERNMENT OF
NORTHWEST

TERRITORIES PARKS

X

NUNAVUT PARKS X

YUKON PARKS X

PARKS CANADA X

Response Rate: 3/13 for 23%
Key Findings:

● It is possible that not all responses were captured here due to the nature of the
request.



● Park compliance issues are normally handled by Park Wardens in Ontario, who
also have legal authority of a provincial police officer in regards to parks
compliance.

● In Alberta and B.C, the compliance officer position is similar to that of a Park
Recreation and Resource Officers or a Student Ranger respectively. These
positions educate and provide verbal warnings, but do not have legal authority to
enforce regulations.

Future Questions to Ask:
● Should all parks staff be trained to provide education and verbal warnings on

compliance issues?
● What positions do parks currently have that are prepared to issue compliance

warnings as part of their position (when their position is not strictly compliance
based)? I.e campground staff, visitor services, gate attendants.

Links to Resources:
● Alberta Job Description: Park Recreation and Resource Officer
● Alberta Job Description: Lead Park Recreation and Resource Officer
● B.C Job Description: Student Ranger Crew Lead

https://parks-parcs.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Common-Profile-Template-PRRO-complete.docx.pdf
https://parks-parcs.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Common-Profile-Template-Lead-PRRO-complete.docx.pdf
https://parks-parcs.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Job-Profile_PK-AST-09_Student-Ranger-Crew-Lead_2020.docx.pdf

