
 

 

Summary of Jurisdictional scan: 

 

A jurisdictional scan was conducted by Ontario Parks through the Canadian Parks 

Council from July 6 to July 31 requesting how occupational authority is issued and how 

sites are described by other provincial and territorial jurisdictions within Canada.  

 

Canadian Parks Council Jurisdictional Scan - third-party occupations of land 

Request Jurisdictional scan from those park agencies that authorize third-party 
occupations of land within their protected areas, for private, public 
and/or commercial purposes.  

Background Ontario Parks requires registered surveys for all easements & leased 
Crown lands, which involves the granting of property rights. Ontario 
Parks does not require a registered survey for occupations where the 
Crown grants only personal use rights (via a land use permit or license 
of occupation). Due to the high cost of land surveying in remote areas, 
Ontario Parks currently describes these lands by the 
lot/concession/township and a UTM coordinate. Ontario Parks is 
currently looking to enhance title integrity and land management by 
improving the description of these lands, while still not requiring 
surveys to avoid the high costs involved. 

 

Questions asked 

1. What types of third-party occupations of land do you authorize in protected areas 

(e.g., private, public, commercial)?  

2. What rights are granted / types of instruments are used to authorize third-party 

occupations of land?   

3. How are lands associated with third-party occupations described (e.g., survey or 

other boundary descriptions) for third-party occupations?   

 

Ontario received comments from BC, New Brunswick, and Saskatchewan. 

 

1. What types of third-party occupations of land do you authorize in protected 

areas (e.g., private, public, commercial)?  

 
(BC, Sask., NB) 

 BC and Sask. may provide occupational authority for private, public, and 
commercial third-party use limited by their respected provincial statutes.  

 NB may provide occupational authority for private occupation in a single limited 
circumstance and public occupational authority for scientific research, 
educational activities, introduction of species for rehabilitation, and introduction of 
substances and thing for the restauration of a protected natural area.    

(NB) 

 NB does not have any known private occupations within their parks system. 



 

 

 The only private occupational authority that may be granted is a right-of-way or 
easement to provide access for the owner of private lands when their freehold 
property is surrounded or adjacent to a protected natural area.  

 New Brunswick provides occupational authority for the maintenance or operation 
of existing infrastructure within a protected natural area or a trail for outdoor 
recreational activity.  

 Other authorizations are honoured if they were in effect immediately before the 
establishment of the protected natural area, such as: licence to search or a lease 
granted under the Oil and Natural Gas Act, mineral claim recorded or a mining 
lease under the Mining Act, Crown timber licence or sub-licence, leases/licence 
of occupation/right-of-way/easement under the Crown Lands and Forests Act. 

 All commercial occupational authority that has been issued provides a park 
services to the public on the park’s behalf. There are none that have a 
commercial interest outside of a park service (i.e. No maple syrup operations, 
quarries, harvesting of any type).   

 
(BC) 

 BC authorizes private use of land in protected areas (cabins, docks, waterlines, 
etc.) where a private use pre-dated park establishment. However, if a private 
landowner proves waterfront access rights and can demonstrate that it is more 
detrimental to the natural values of the park to exercise water access rights 
without a dock, occupational authority may be granted. 

 Federal or other BC ministries may also be granted occupational authority (e.g. 
communication sites, navigation aids, etc.) 

 Commercial occupational authority is granted by BC Parks for tourism 
development (e.g. lodges, ski runs, via ferrata, camps), resource use (e.g. 
trapping cabins, grazing) and industrial purposes (e.g. aquaculture, aquatic plant 
harvesting , grazing , forestry roads)     

 

(Sask.) 

 Authorizations are issued for the following types of use: 

 Commercial  
o Grazing, cultivating, harvesting, outfitting, construct or occupy temporary 

or permanent dwelling   

 Private 
o Construct, occupy or operate a private facility or service 

 Public 
o Research 

 
2. What rights are granted / types of instruments are used to authorize third-

party occupations of land? 
 
(BC) 

 Where a lease has been issued prior to a park being established, the rights 
under the lease can continue until expiry; once the lease expires the minister 



 

 

responsible no longer has authority to renew/replace the lease and continued 
occupation would be required to be authorized via park use permit. 

o "park use permit" means a licence, issued under this Act, authorizing an 
activity or a course of behaviour or conduct, or the occupancy, use, 
development, exploitation or extraction of a natural resource on or in a 
park or conservancy 

 
(NB) 

 Instruments used include permits, lease, licence of occupation, easements or 
right-of-way and agreements.  

o Operating agreements provide no interest in land or any portion of the 
land. 

 
(Sask.) 

 Types of Leases  
o Commercial, Recreational, Remote Recreational, Institutional, Traditional 

Resource Use, Industrial, Mineral Surface, Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
Quarry, Sand or Gravel, and Miscellaneous Use.  

o Other leases that have been inherited when a park was established (but 
would not be issued new) continue to be honoured include: Residential, 
Agricultural, Wild Rice. 

 Types of Easements 
o roads, pipelines and flow lines, natural gas mains and distribution lines, 

irrigation lines, power lines fiber optic, telephone cable. 

 Types of permits 
o Miscellaneous use, foreshore, work authorizations, traditional resource 

use, special permits 
 

3. How are lands associated with third-party occupations described (e.g., 
survey or other boundary descriptions) for third-party occupations?  

 
(NB) 

 A survey is required for a lease or easement, whereas a licence of occupation 
requires a land description  

 The land description for the licence of occupation is mapped in DNRED land 
tenure GIS layer.  

(Sask.) 

 Leases and easements for dispositions (e.g. petroleum and natural gas, mineral 
surface, industrial, quarry, and sand and gravel) all require surveys that are 
attached to the lease but are not required to be registered 

(BC) 

 Park use permits require a map with the application showing the proposed area 
to occupy land. 

o BC Parks has not developed spatial data for park use permits 
 
BC Example mapping requirements: 



 

 

 
You are required to submit the two following maps as part of your application to visually 
identify the area(s) of the park(s) you are proposing to use. 

 General Location Map: A map of the individual protected land(s) within the 
application, drawn to 1:50 000 to 1:250 000 (or larger if required to encompass 
boundaries of permit area) scale that illustrates at a landscape level scale the 
general location of the area under application, including boundaries of the 
proposed permit area and major landmarks, travel/access routes; and 

 Permit Area Map:  a more detailed map(s) of the proposed permit area(s) within 
each protected land, drawn to 1:20 000 to 1:50 000 scale showing the exact 
proposed boundaries of the permit area, including the area (in hectares) as well 
as any watercourses or other identifying features (trails, facilities, roads, etc.).  
The permit area map must clearly identify the location of travel/access routes, 
and specific study/activity site(s).  If applicable, the location and construction 
description of any temporary facilities or the use of existing facilities within the 
permit area, as well as the location and size of all proposed improvements must 
also be included. 

 If your operation proposes to use any existing, or to construct any new 
improvements, a detailed site map must also be submitted to the specifications 
listed below. 

 Detailed Site Map: a site-level map at 1:1 000 to 1:5 000 scale must be submitted 
identifying the location of all improvements (buildings, structures, roads, power 
lines, fences, docks, etc.) in relation to the boundaries of the permit area. 


